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Vermont enforces liquor laws; out-of-state students must pay 

A Vermont State Liquor License, such as this one, 
is required throughout the state for those wishing to 
buy liquor who do not have a current Vermont driver's 
license. (Archambeau Photo) 

By Karen Shadel 
Norwich Guidon Staff Writer 

Vermont's liquor laws regard­
ing the purchase and consump­
tion of alcohol are strict and an 

increased number of college stu­
dents in Vermont have had to 
purchase a valid Vermont liquor 
license to use in place of their 
out-of-state licenses or, in the 
case of Norwich University, 

their military 10s. 
In the past, merchants faced the 

problem of college students 
trying lo use fake IDs when pur­
chasing liquor products. In an 
effort to combat this problem, 
the state of Vermont will now 
only recognize a Vermont 
driver's license or a valid Ver­
mont liquor license in the pur­
chase of alcohol. 

The refusal to recognize other 
IDs has created problems for 
students as well as store employ­
ees. "Our military school IDs 
should be acccptabJe," said one 
Navy student who attends Nor­
wich University. "We can't 
tamper with those IDs; it's an 
honor code we follow." 
"I would like to be able to ac- • 

cept their military IDs," said 
Keith Brickey, an employee at 
the Champlain Farms conven-

ience store in orthficld. "It 
certainly would make things 
easier, but I Just can't." 

Students may not understand 
the need for the Vermont ID, but 
local merchants arcn 'twilling to 
risk the heavy fine imposed on 
those who are caught elling to 
minors. Richard Piro, owner of 
Champlain Farms, said he 
docsn 't want his employee tak­
ing chances on any ID other 
than the three valid one the state 
of Vermont will acccpL 

In June, 1992, Edward Ram­
sey, Vermont Liquor Inspector, 
gave a two-hour lesson to Piro' 
employees on how to protect 
them sci ves again t people trying 
to use fake ID . The lesson in­
cluded which forms of identifi­
cation employees should accept 
and how to tell if the IDs are valid 
or invalid. 

For tho . LUd n~ who fulfill 
the legal age rcquir m nt and 
want to pur ha. c liquor, but 
can't bccau c they don't have a 
form of the required id n11f I a­
tion, Ramsey off ercd omc ad­
vice: 

"Spend five dollar· and get a 
valid Vermont Liquor L1-
ccn e-it's that ca. y." 
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for student affairs at Broward 
Community College, which has 
about 50,000 students on three 
campuses. 

Efforts to help the homeless 
are also taldng place in 
Massachusetts. Last month, 
Suffolk University in Boston 
awarded a homeless man with 
a four-year scholarship. Kevin 
Davis, 31, began studying 
finance this fall under the 
private university's annual 
Homeless Student Scholarship 
Program. 

"I always wanted to go to 
college and now I can," Davis 
said in a statement. "I have a 
wonderful opportunity to build 
a new future.'' 

Students are also pitching in 
to help other students. At 
Michigan State University in 
East Lansing, students have 
joined with a local philanthro­
pist to open a food bank for 
students who may live off 
campus and who are having 
financial problems, including 
any homeless students. 

To encourage participation, 
20 percent discounts at the 
bookstore are being offered to 
donors, while recipien.s can 
receive food without having to 

prove their need. 
Despite these efforts to help 

homeless students stay in 
school, rising tuition, cost-of­
living increases and continued 
low wages are forcing more 
students to choose between 
attending classes and having a 
place to call home. 

For example, John is on his 
third venture as a homeless 
student since moving to 
California from New York. He 
became homeless each time 
because he could not afford to 

pay for housing. 
"I had found a two-bedroom 

apartment with a South African 
student. He rented me a room 
for $280 and we split utilities," 
recalled John, who holds odd 
jobs and receives financial aid. 
"When the student finished the 
four years at UCLA, he was 
supposed to leave the country. 
I didn't have enough money to 
keep paying the rent." 

With only $400 a month in 
income from a part-time job 
and financial aid, John said he 
has just enough to pay for food 
and bills, such as storage for 
his belongings, a student bus 
pass and, ironically, a Visa 
credit card obtained at a 

DOGS from pg.8 -------------­
sight or hearing, they rely on 
their sense of smell. 

"We train (our dogs) so that if 
they can't get at someone to 
make the actual physical appre­
hension themselves, they bark," 
Metayer said. 

After the initial eight weeks of 
training and learning the basics 
of being a K-9, most dogs go on 
to be cross-trained in a certain 
specialty, such as bomb or drug 
detection. 
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student rate. 
The inability to pay for 

housing is so serious that some 
college officials are opening 
the doors to their homes and 
offices to keep students in 
school. 

"The economy is stressing 
them,'' Young said. "I had a 
student body president who 
slept in the student body office 
for a month because he 
couldn't pay rent. We've let 
them take showers in the gym 
and sleep in the gym and the 
locker room. I've got people 
on my staff who will take 
people home with them." 
"The two places I have lived, I 
found through school. In 
school, I found some kind of 
income," said John, who 

Lemery's Store 
Next to Norwich Univ. 
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Megabucks tickets 
V crmont Transit 

SUBS & PIZZA 

Weekly Beverage 
Specials 

485-8172 

dreams of opening an auto 
shop one day. "lf it weren't for 
school, I'd be on the street. I 
found people who cared.'' 
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Fresh flowers; corsages; boutonnieres; fruit, junkfood and natural food 
baskets; silks & drieds; houseplants; wedding flowers, invitations, 
supplies. We can send flowers worldwide. 

Wall St., Northfield Hours: Mon-Fri. 8:30-5: 30 Sat. 9-2 
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