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New Vt. law requires state liquor I.D. for purchases 
By Bryan Yager 
Guidon Staff Writer 

To serve or not to serve? This is 
a question that liquor stores 
throughout Vermont are 
learning to deal with when a 
patron does not have the 
Vermont State Liquor 
Identification Card, now 
required as a measure to prevent 
selling alcohol to underage 
customers. 

"Vermont state liquor 
identification is the only 
acceptable form of I.D. in the 
state of Vermont in package 
stores and bars, and there should 
be no exceptions," said Albert 
El well, Director of the Vermont 
Department of Liquor Control. 

"Due to the age change. 
applications have increased 
from 2,200 to 7,600 per year." 

In August, 1986 Venn9nt. 
changed the legal drinking from 
18 to 2 l but a grandfather clause 
was added in order to pacify 
those who were already of legal 
age but would be denied 
purchases as a result of the new 
law. The clause stated that 
anyone who was 18 years old 
before July 1, 1986 would be 
considered oflegal drinking age. 
Liquor identifications begin by 

obtaining an application from a 
state liquor store, completing the 
form and submiting it with a 
copy of the applicant's birth 
certificate. If it is approved it will 
be returned to the liquor store 

within 60 days and in turn, given 
to the applicant. 
"Ten to 60 days is not that long 

considering the amount of 
verification it takes to satisfy the 
criteria," Elwell said. "We 
usually interview the individual 
by phone, go to college files; 
whatever it takes to confirm the 
age." 

Displayed in every liquor and 
package store is a poster stating 
the policy of Vermont's 
drinking laws and I.D. 
acceptance. 

"We can accept out of state 
licences as long as they have a 
picture. The decision is really up 
to the person behind the 
register," said Pat Slothower, 
cashier at Champlain Farms. 

The Vermont Liquor ID. 
is required/or purchases. 
But Slothower added that lhere 

is no obligation to "accept any 
I.D., I can tum down anyone that 
I don't think is of age, especially 
when the store may get a $200 
fine." 

"A problem arises with under 
age drinkers presenting fake 
identification," Elwell stated, 
explaining that all the state 
liquor store owners received a 
course enabling them to become 
more aware of the faire I.D. 

problem. 
"All liquor stores in the state 

are liable for selling liquor to 
under age drinkers in the form of 
criminal and civil suits," 
explained one local store owner 
who wished to remain 
unidentified. "We can be 
slapped with a huge fine and a 
loss of license for one mistake, 
we have to be careful." 

The enforcement will not get 
any lighter and the new law may 
be a source of aggri vation for 
several years. "It will take a few 
years before people will accept 
it," Elwell said. "But by then 
almost everyone in the state will 
have been given an official 
liquor I.D." 

New bank law changes checking policy :·······~•:.••········: 
• ~ '-"'RESTAURANT • 

By Todd Volpe 
Guidon Staff Writer 

Are you the kind of person 
that can barely make it from 
paycheck to paycheck? If so, 
then you may want to know 
about a new law that went into 
effect on September first . The 
new law regulates the ammount 
of time a bank can hold a check 
before it is deposited to an 
account. 

" Before it was wide open, 
banks could hold a check 
indefinitely.", said Polly 
Thomas, who is in charge of 
implementing the new system at 
the Northfield Savings Bank. 
The law requires that a bank may 
hold a check up to seven days, in 

cert.am cases. 
Thomas said that, for the most 

part, checks deposited in the 
Northfield Savings Bank would 
be available the next day. 
Deposits of cash, checks drawn 
on the bank, and electronic funds 
transfers, will be available 
immediately following their 
deposit 

Longer delays may apply in 
certain situations, but as a 
general rule, the first $100 of the 
deposit will be available the first 
business day after the day of 
deposit. If it becomes necessary 

Physicians warn: 

to hold lhe check any longer than 
the alloted seven days. the bank 
is required to notify you of the 
delay. 

In the past there was no 
limitation on how long a bank 
could hold a check before it was 
cleared for deposit. For example. 
a paycheck deposited on a 
Monday could possibly not be 
available in your account until 
the following Tuesday, or 
longer depending on the bank 
involved. 

"Some banks in Texas were 
holding checks for a long time.", 
Thomas said "Congress finally 
said 'hey, let's get it together." 
After lhe law was passed, the 
task of implementing and 
enforcing the new law was 

placed upon the Federal Board 
of Reserve and its district banks. 

"It doesen't have to be a 
burden to the customer." , 
Thomas said. She also stated 
that they tried to make it "as 
simple as possible". 
Thomas said that the staff at the 

bank has a different attitude 
toward the new law. "They hate 
it, too many if s,and,s or hut's". 
Al~ things considered, the new 
law will ultimately help the 
consumer, Thomas added. 
"Some people live paycheck to 
paycheck, and a ten day hold is a 

Flu season lurks 
around the corner 
By EdJupa 
Guidon Staff Writer 

As the early months of winter draw ever closer, the flu season lurks 
near. There is one way suggested by by physicians to conquer the 
disease: the flu vaccine. 

"It is made from egg protein and undergoes a new strain every year 
which alters its contents annually," said Dr. Jay Alexander, physician 
of internal medicine, adding that the vaccine is available to most 
anyone who shows no allergic reaction to its contents. 
Because the drug is different every year and prepare.cl according to the 

''strain" prevalent, allergy tests must be taken by prospective patients 
every flu season. • 

Alexander said the flu season usually begins in early December 
making October and November a good time to get the vaccine. There 
will be periodic flu shot clinics this month in Barre at Washington 
apartments and the Senior Center. More information is available and 
allergy tests will be conducted. The vaccine is administered in needle 
form on1y and i expectr.d to cost from $10 to SIS per va~tion. 

pain," Thomas said. The new 
law will prevent this, especially 
among larger banks. 

Northfield Savings Bank has 
provided a brief pamphlet 
entitled "Funds Availability 
Policy Rules and Regulations" 
for anyone who has questions 
about the new policy. 

:a * Wide Selection of Reaso!bl~~~dNM~a~ : 
e / * Oulrageous Old-Fashioned Ice Cream Menu • 
• * Children·s Menu Available • 
. OPEN _ Mon. -Wed. - Thurs. 11:30 AM -10:00 PM •• 
• Fri. arx:f Sat 11 :30 AM - 1 :00 PM • 
• Sunday Noon - 10:00 PM e Closed Tuesdays • 

• A FAMILY RESTAURANT • 
: RT 12A NORTHFIELD 485-6497 : •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Champlain Farms 
2 No. Main St., Northfield 485-6000 

*Subs *Salads *Beverages 
Call Ahead For Fast Service 

Karen Moynihan and husband Bill (left), who operate Ellie's Farm Market near 
Northfield Falls, are joined by Vermont Lung Association Executive Director 
Robert P. Jones, Jr. as they prepare for the ninth annual Pumpkin Show at 
the Farm Market. Tiu show is the Moynihan's special way of saying thanks 
to their customers and friends and supporting a worthy local cau e; this year 
tlie Vermont Lung Ass iatio . 


